On the shape of the normal turns--amplitude cloud.
Factors that affect the shape of the so-called "normal cloud" of the turns and amplitude measurements of the electromyographic interference pattern are investigated. As the force of voluntary contraction increases from low to moderate levels, the number of turns in the signal increase faster than does the mean amplitude change between turns. This results in a cloud that is concave downward. At higher force levels, the pattern is reversed. The overall shape of the cloud thus depends on the maximum effort at which recordings are made, which is determined by the procedure of muscle activation.